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ve men o Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into This same 
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ner as ye go into heaven.— Acts 1: 11. 
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"DISCOURSE BY ‘PRESIDENT GEORGE 2 CANNON. 
—— 


On Sunday“ evening, Feb. 1, 1891, President Gee Q. Cannon spoke i in 
the Eighteenth Ward Chapel, Salt Lake City, as follows: The announce- 
ment of the Bishop saves me the necessity of asking for your faith and 
prayers: I would not stand here if I did not believe I might receive the 
assistance and Spirit of God. I have been in public life since my youth, 
but I never arise before a congregation without feelings of timidity. It 
seems ‘almost incredible, but it is nevertheless may weakness. 1 have 
always learned to put my trust in the Lord: 
As you know; it is not our practice to prepare g bewwtehenl to 
sayito the people. I never did it in my life. I have pondered in my 
heart the principles of the Gospel and of righteousness, and have trusted 
to the. Spirit of the Lord to suggest the things to be said. I know it is 
the proper way, because how impossible it is for me to know the wants 
of: your hearts, whether you need strength or comfort? The people have 
wants which the spirit of faith can supply, and no matter how simple the 
language or trite the subject, it is a remarkable feature connected with 
‘the, preaching of the Elders, that when the Spirit of God a¢companies the 
word they earry light, intelligence and comfort to those who hear them. 
‘think this is a very remarkable feature of the principles of truth. The 
repétition of them does not take away from them their value, or make 
‘them stale to us, but they are profitable and bring intelligence to the 
mind. It ia this great power that has attended the preaching of the Gos- 
pel: in our day that has eon vineed so many, contrary, in numerous cases, 
to their inclinations, for they could: have: no front: 
‘worldly standpoint: iw bow 41181 Li Jus 
Waben great dbal of the principle of fevelation: we believe in 
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no doubt we have our ideas about revelation and the way it is received. 
I suppose everyone who has read the Bible has derived some impression 
regarding this subject. The principle of revelation is a gift enjoyed by 
the Saints to a greater extent than they themselves imagine. Some have 
an idea that there must be some sypernatural influence or power rest 
down on the person Who receives revelation, that trahforms him to a cer- 
tain extent, and makes it apparent to a man who knows him that he is 
something beyond what men naturally are, and there is em a pointment, 
I presume, because of expectations not being falfilled i in this diréctidn’ I 
need ‘only refer you to the case of the Lord Jesus, who possessed the 
greatest power of all men, being a God. Notwithstanding His position, 
the greatness of His calling, and the power that He possessed and mani- 
fested in the midst of the people, there were very few who recognized i in 
Him the being that He was. He did not come up to their expectations. 
‘They did not look upon Him as the Messiah. In fact, His own Apostles 
had to exercise a great deal of faith to understand who He was. It was 
only by revelation that Peter knew that He was the Christ, for Jesus told 
him that flesh and blood had not revealed this to him, but His Father in 
heaven. No doubt the Apostles walked among men possessing great 
power, attracting great attention on the part of those with whom they 
mingled. It required, however, the discernment that God gives to recog- 
nize them; it required spiritual perception—something more than man 
naturally possesses—to distinguish them as the servants of God. 
The spirit of revelation is the spirit of light. Do all . enjoy 
this spirit, or is there only a certain class who have it? Every human 
being that comes into the world has received a portion of the Spirit of 
God to enlighten his mind. Every one is born with it who is perfectly 
born, but that is not the gift of the Holy Ghost; yet this gift of revela- 
tion or prophecy is received by all, and is enjoyed to a greater or less 
extent by all, according to the cultivation bestowed upon it. We have 
perhaps known persons, not members of the Church, who have had this 
gift to a wonderful extent. They have had impressions which have after- 
wards proved to be true. How often in everyday life we are thinking of 
a person, and we meet him or receive a letter from him. We may not 
have thought of him for months, but something spontaneously brings him 
to our mind, and before many hours we perhaps either see him or hear 
from him. This, [believe, ix the Spirit of of: ot 
| the-experience of: a person thet. 
to do a thing, and having done it he will afterwards see it is the thing he 
ought to have done; or, neglecting to do it, he has seen that he has made 
aà mistake in not following the prompting. It is almost as though he 
heard a voice. The man who lives in accordance with the promptings of 
this spirit is to an extent a prophet, and if he live in accordance with it 
strictly no matter whether he never heard the Gospel of the Lord Jesus, 
or never knew anything of the Bible and other sacred records—he will be 
saved if he follows that light. God will not judge us from a light we do 
not know, and the more. we. know the stricter will be our judgment// A 
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man who possesses an understanding of the principles of the Gospel will 

be held to stricter accountability than the man who does not comprehend 
them; Heathens will be saved ahead of thousands and thousands who 
profess belief in Christianity; for it is revealed that they will have part in 
the first resurrection.» Where much is given much is required; ‘where 
little is given little is required. 

In regard to revelation, it is our e n in its light. When a 
inte | is presented before us for consideration, if we will live as we 
should do, we shall know which course is right. It is our duty to follow 
the light that is, the spirit of revelation. That is the way the Church of 
Christ is led. That is the way Moses led the children of Israel. It was 
by following the light as it presented itself to his mind; the path being 
made very clear before him. That which was dark, or which produced a 
stupor of mind, or was not clear to him, was not followed by him. That 
which is plain and clear, and which our minds are not unsettled about, is 
always safe to do. When we shall do this, we — be led nn 
of God till we reach His kingdom. 

Some men say, Why does not God remove all difficulties from our 
pathway?” ‘If He did so there would be no development. His reason for 
placing us here was to develop our divine natures. If we were not sur- 
rounded by darkness we could not develop. We must taste the bitter in 
order to relish the sweet, that our spirits might be purified, and that we 
might exercise our free agency. Good and evil must be presented before 
us. We are as free agents in our sphere as the angels are in theirs. We 
in. 

ae Bless him with wisdom, love and light, 

ne In nameless ways be good and kind, 

1 But never foros the human mind.” 3 
God will foroe no man to heaven, because he would be of no value if 
When we get to heaven it will be because we have developed 
within ourselves the qualities that make heaven. We must develop 
heaven within ourselves, so that there will be perfect harmony between 
us and our surroundings. 1 have seen men enjoy great happiness in the 
midst of, the worst surroundings. A man of this character might be 
happy, in hell if he were sent there on a mission, because he would carry 
with him the elements of happiness. Angels may come from heaven to 
earth and mingle in earthly scenes and yet be happy. They do not lose 
1 7 angelic qualities nor their happiness. 

I thank God for giving us our agency, because I think this earch vill be 
. furnace to cleanse me and prepare me for a better condition of affairs 
and a better life, and I believe this o all of us, The Lord has placed us 
here for wise purposes. It is just as necessary that our bodies should be 
subject to law as it is that our spirits should be. These bodies of ours are 
naturally rebellious—full of strange appetites. We are here to conquer 
these desires. All of us will be sanctified and redeemed if we are faithful 


Bute we must bring this earthly substance in subjection to the will of God. 
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When men die, their bodies do not leave this planet. Our spirits leave 


here, not being created out of the elements of this planet, but if these 


spirits of ours are subject to the Spirit of God and are controlled by its 
influence, and our tabernacles have been subject to the law of God, they 
will be redeemed, exalted and glorified. Every law of God that we obey 
tends to our exaltation. The spirit that we have here will be the spirit 
that will animate us in the resurrection. If it is a spirit of evil it will 
have power over us; if it is one of truth and righteousness it will direct 


us. All the progress we make here will be to our advantage in the next 


life, The intelligence acquired here will not be lost. -We will keep adding 
to it, and the more we seek understanding the greater will be our endow- 
ment of knowledge. Fidelity, industry and all the en eed: ees | 
exhibited on earth will be manifested in heaven. | 

Many persons doubt the existence of God because shew salina. pecognise 
the providence of Deity i in the various conditions which surround men on 
the earth. This arises from a misapprehension in their minds concerning 
the plan of salvation. I believe that false religions have made more in- 
fidels than any thing else. It is natural for man to place confidence in a 
Supreme Being. When he is in trouble he naturally seeks to a Superior 
power for aid. The historian Bancroft comments on the fact that men in 
a state of nature already believe in a Supreme power. There are differ- 
ences in our organizations. Some are naturally much more religious than 
others, and others are indifferent on the subject of religion. It is the 
duty of every person to cultivate faith in God and not stifle it. It is our 
duty to our children to promote this confidence in them. In all my 
troubles, trials and afflictions, it has been a source of unbounded consolas 
tion to me to go to my Father im heaven and call upon Him in the name 
of Jesus for help. I never did so in my life without obtaining relief, and 
having my burdens lightened and my sorrows assuaged. I bear you this 
testimony. He has answered the prayers of His people in a wonderful 


manner. In some cases it might be called niiraculous. 


I would not value any religion that did not give sustenance silt strenigtti 
to those who espoused it. I love my religion because it is accompanied 
with power. There is no proper yearning of the heart that cannot be 


_ gratified by it to the fullest extent. My life has been made a happy one 


because faith in God has been an unfailing source of gratification and 
peace to me. It was this that consoled the Savior. He had numerous 
afflictions and sorrows to contend with, and it was the knowledge that He 

was doing what God required that gave Him strength to exemplify in 
His life the principles He taught. If Jesus had mocked, crucified ‘and 
cursed His enemies and said evil things concerning ‘them, what an ex- 
ample it would have been for Him to set while teaching His glorious 
doctrines! ‘The people would not have had faith in Him. But He did 
not do this. He carried out the principles that He taught. He has given 
to mankind lessons as to the way they should live. He lived these doc- 
trines Himself. In Him you see the exemplification of all the doctrines 
He taught. Should we not in like manner carry out strictly the principles | 
He taught to us?’ We certainly should: The Savior said: 
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seaite thes. on t cheek, turn to him the other 
: any man shall sue 1 W and take away thy coat, 


also. And if 
let him have thy hy cloak also, 

We should carry out His examples strictly i in our lives. We all en it 
is not so difficult to teach as to practice; nevertheless we should strive to 
attain to that perfection of character that will make these things easy. 
When men despitefully use us we should endeavor to treat them kindly 
in return. It is a greater trial to do this than to follow the natural in- 
clination of fallen humanity. To conquer by kindness is the greatest 
victory to be had. We should right all wrongs by kindness, and show 
those with whom we are associated that our love is broad enough to for- 
give them and that we have charity for their weaknesses. We ought to 
attain to this. We cannot go to God till we do. I do not believe we will 
go immediately to celestial glory. There must be preparation—some 
means by which we shall become nearer and nearer to the glory which is 
promised. We have had great promises placed upon us, and they will be 

Lif. we are faithful. That same authority that said unto you, calling 
you by name, “Being commissioned of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” and which 
produced the remission of sins to you, has made unto you these promises, 
and they will be fulfilled by your being faithful. But there must be 
exertion. The idea taught so frequently that a murderer who repents on 
the scaffold and professes belief in Christ goes immediately to heaven is a 
fallacy and leads to. the commission of much sin. We are not going to 
roeoeive blessings. without. we comply with the conditions on which they 

are predicted. God will not force these things upon us. 

The reason why I rejoice in our religion is that those blessings that 1 
‘have read about in ancient times are within my reach by complying with 
F the ordinances of God. But I rejoice more especially because there is 
power on the earth that God acknowledges. A man might have all the 
wisdom and learning that belongs to the entire human family, if such a 
thin were possible, and if he should then attempt to baptize a man, 
unless he was authorized of God, it would not have any effect, If this 
_government heard that a man, not commissioned to do so, was acting as 

an ambassador from the United States, would they acknowledge what he 
didi Would they accept a treaty made by him as binding? No. They 

would repudiate him. So it is with God. He will not sanction what men 
: oin His name if they : are not authorized of Him. This authority i is the 
‘binding power that holds the Latter-day Saints together. It is stronger 
than any other power on earth, Some call it the Priesthood. When it is 
given to man it makes him a legal representative of the Almighty. 
II this power has been on the earth, how else could it be restored unless 
‘some being who had formerly held it should come and restore it! To 
have assumed anything else would have been utterly false, as this is the 
method that God adopted to send messengers from on high who had the 
Na before. There is not a man outside the true Church of Christ 
essing the Priesthood from God. It has been customary when a man 
3 inclined to have him educated for the ministry 
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There was not a man on the earth that could: say he had authority: from 

on high, and how else could it be restored except by angels? The apostle- 
ship and its authority were taken back to God, and therefore it should be 
restored through the ministrations of holy beings. When it was restored 


remarkable manifestations followed, and many of the people received a 


spirit and experienced a feeling they had never felt before. It has united 
men and women of various creeds and nationalities, brought them to- 
gether, and they are living in peace and unity. Men may say what they 
please to the contrary, but there is love in the hearts of the Latter-day 


Saints towards each other. When this people live as they should do, they 


have an affection for each other that they never before entertained. 
Jesus, in his petition to the Father, prayed that the disciples might be 
one, even as He and His Father were one, that the vm might know that 
God had sent Him. 

I pray God that we may live so as to exemplify in our lives the prinél- 
ples that we profess. I pray God to let His Spirit rest down upon the 
bishopric and members of this ward, and the strangers that are within : 


your gates. | 
REPORT OF THE NORWICH (CONFERENCE, 


t T7 


Nonwron, March 16th, 1 1801. 
President Brigham Young: 

Dear Brother.—Thinking that a brief statement of the condition of ‘thie 
work of the Lord and the labors of the brethren in the Norwich Con- 
ference may be interesting to you, I herewith submit the following: The 
Saints here are few in numbers and very much scattered. Most of them 
are very faithful and diligent in their duties. A few are careless and in- 
different, and do not seem to appreciate the blessings of the Gospel; ; these 
the brethren are laboring with patiently. __ | 

IT am pleased to be able to state that quite a spirit of inquiry has bien 
exhibited in some parts of this Conference during the past winter; the 
brethren, while tracting, have been invited into many houses, and have 
there preached the Gospel and succeeded in removing much prejudice. 
All the Elders who are laboring here are feeling well in body and spirit 
and manifest an earnest desire to do their duty. 

Elders Chas. England and Prime Coleman, during the past winter, did 


good work in Lowestoft and ‘strangers are our 


He has made many friends who have invited him to their houses. He has 
tracted five villages and sold twenty-six Church works during the ‘past 
winter, and several there are earnestly investigating the principles of the 
Gospel. 

Elders Crane and Rackham are laboring near Harleston, i in Norfolk, and 
Elders M. England and J. J. Ward in the city of Norwich, tracting atid 


holding meetings, trusting that God will give the i increase and that their : 


to Him. 


| 
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As to my own labors while I have been in England, I would briefly 
state that I have distributed many thousand tracts, and preached the 
Gospel whenever opportunity presented itself. I have also gathered up a 
record of many of my ancestors, and trust I have done a little good. And 
now, having been honorably released to return home, and not being able 
to visit all the Saints pe sonally to bid them farewell, I do so through the 
medium of the Star. sincerely thank the Saints of the Norwich Con- 
ference for their many acts of kindness to me during the time I have 
labored among them, and I pray that the peace and blessing of our Father 
in heaven may rest upon them, and that the time is not far distant when 
we shall meet in the gathering place of the Saints of God. With kind 
regards. to yourself, and all the brethren at the office, I am, your brother 
and fellow laborer, | 3 J OSEPH GIBBONS. 


FACTS AND EVENTS, 


— has passed bill exoluding Chinese from the state. 

An epidemic of Russian influensa has appeared in New York, and the death rate has 
been greatly increased during the past week. 

Telephonio communication between London and Paris was established on March 17. 


The distance covered is 250 miles, and conversation was easy and distinct. ined pro- 
position is now made to build a telephone line from Berlin to Vienna. 


NasBVILLB, March 5.—Near Cleveland, Tenn., the work of a prehistoric race has 
‘been discovered in the shape of a wall, now under ground. It is five feet high and one 
hundred yards. long. Some stones bear inscriptions and mne The 

"Beth chambers of the Newfoundland logislataze have’ renctutions $0 
joint delegation to London in connection with the Newfoundland convention. All over 
the island the feeling against what is described as ‘‘ the coercion bill” is very strong, 
held protesting against the action of the imperial 
ment. 

of the time made by vessels carrying mail 
? across the Atlantic Ocean. The voyage outward of the Teutonic, from Queenstown to 
‘New York, when she started on the 7th of August, 1890, and arrived on the 13th of 
August, 1890, after a passage of 5 days, 18 hours and 27 minutes, has not been beaten. She 
‘afterwards, on the 5th of September last year, started from Queenstown, and made the 
trip in 5 days, 20 hours and 16 minutes, The Majestic, a sister ship, started on the 18th of 

September, 1890, from Queenstown, and made the trip in 5 days, 20 hours and 42 minutes. 
The Btruria aud Umbria, of the Cunard line, are credited with voyages almost as swift. 

followed, by the Majestic, the City of 
Ver York, the Umbria and the Biruria. 3 

Nu Lon, March 24.—Last night’s news from St. John’s, Newfoundland, shows 
that alarming excitement prevails amongst the inhabitants, and indicates that startling 
events may be hourly expected. The governor, it is said; was instructed to withhold in- 
formation from the cabinet, with the intention of passing the hated modus bill. When 
this fact leaked out in the legislature it caused a violent ontburst of feeling against the 
British government, who were charged with cowardice, Annexation was openly ad 
vooated on the floor of the house, and was applauded by members and visitors, The 
- possibility of ‘a resort to force was freely discussed. ‘The colonists say that England 
‘cannot afford to have a second Ireland to deal with and govern, and dare not en 
tho conquest of the whole island, even though it may deem this course necessary. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 20, 1891. e 


DEATH OF PRESIDENT DANIEL WELLS. 


Ir is with feelings of 3 sorrow 7 that ¥ we announce to the Saints in 
the European Mission the sad news of the death of President Daniel H. 
Wells, which occurred on Tuesday, March 24, at 1 p.m. The mournful 
tidings was brought by a cablegram from President Wilford Woodruff, at 
Salt Lake City, to President Brigham Young. The immediate cause of 


Brother Wells’ death was prewmonia, which followed an attack of da 


grippe 
With the departverc of Wells the of. 


che Latter-day nen lament the loss of one of the mice of — children 


purpose to do the ri In times 3 of peace sie srospacite he never re- 


laxed his diligence in seeking to establish the love of God among men by 


word and deed. Like many of his fellow-religionists, he was called to 


pass through sore tribulations and meet with great dangers, but suffering 
nor fear never caused him to falter or even hesitate in the performance of 
his duty. His responsibility was great, but his honesty of purpose and 
unshaken faith in God gave him strength to keep steadfastly in the path 


that leads to eternal lives, till he has laid his body down to rest, having 


- fought the good ficht. 


‘Daniel Hanmer Wells was | born ! in a Oneida County, New York, 


_ October 27th, 1814, and was consequently in the seventy-seventh year of 
his age at the time of his demise... His father served in the war against 
Great: Britain, in 1812, and his mother was the daughter of David Chapin, 
who served with General Washington. He was a direct descendant of 
the fourth governor of Connecticut. His father died when he was twelve 
years old, and in 1833 his mother and the family removed to Ohio. In 
1834 he settled at Commerce, afterwards called Nauvoo. Before he was 
twenty-one years of age he was elected constable, and afterwards justice 


of the peace; „ 


| 
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brotherly kindness, charity, humility, obtirage: temperance and love found 
in him an exemplar of these glorious attributes which distinguish men of 
God. In the midst of the deepest sorrows and deadliest perils that have 
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of the militia of the district. The confidence of all sects and parties in 
his integrity and impartiality was so great that he was often selected as 
an arbitrator of differences between neighbors, and administrator of 
the estates of deceased persons. He was an 8 member of the 
Whig party in Hancock County, Illinois. 

When the Latter-day Saints were driven from Missoust 19 the: a 
1839, he was among the foremost’ to welcome and give succor to them. 
His spirit was aroused to indignation at witnessing the expulsion: of 
American citizens from a neighboring state, and his strong love of free- 
dom and justice created a bond of sympathy with the oppressed people. 
Upon the organization of Nauvoo, he was elected to the city council; and 
was also made one of the regents of the university, and was placed on the 
‘staff of the major-general of the Nauvoo. Legion. After the murder: of 
the Prophet and Patriarch, when the governor of Illinois demanded the 
arms of the Nauvoo Legion, General Wells protested against the order as 
the state militia. Leo 

Up to this time not himself the but two 
Fears later, in 1846, he became a member. This was after the departure 
of the main body of the Saints from Illinois, to find a home and resting 
place in the Rocky Mountains. He took part in the famous battle of 
‘Nauvoo, and during the three days’ fighting he was especially conspicuous 
‘on his white horse, encouraging and directing the men, and was often 
made a target by the enemy. In the retirement from the city, he was 
among the last to leave. As the mob advanced, coming-down.the. street 
about four hundred yards behind the expelled citizens, Colonel: Cutler 
and himself brought up the rear of the refugees. When they had crossed 
: = river, the mob fired after them into the defenceless camp. He obtained 

one of the cannon-balls and sent it with his compliments to the ‘govér- 
nor of Iowa. He remained at his post until the rescue of the éxpélled 
remnant enabled him to leave for the west, when be wont on to the valley 
of the Great Salt Lake. | 

Shortly after his arrival in Utah he was elected to thie position of 
. Lieutenant-General of the Nauvoo Legion. In the difficulties with the 
Indians in early days his promptness and wise policy were most effective 
/ in protecting the settlers and teaching the savages that a peaceful course 

was the best for them to pursue. When, on the false representation of 
Federal officials, an army was sent by the United States government 
: against the Latter-day Saints, General Wells conducted the campaign of 
the defenders with that care and efffeiency which marked him as n mili- 

“tary leader of great ability. From that time President Wells has been a 

most conspicuous figure in the history of Utah. He was a member ot the 
legislative council of the Provisional State of Deseret, was in the Utah 
legislature for a number of terms, served several successive terms as 
wayor of Salt Lake City, and held gies, civil offices, all of which he filled 
_ with dignity and ability. 4308 

On January 4, 1857, he was 3 an Apostle, andl was set. apart as 
cousisdlor inthe First Presidency of the Church, by President 


— 
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behind should receive news from Zion, but in 
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Brigham ae Since President Young’s death he has held the position 
of counselor to the Twelve Apostles. Upon the completion of the Manti 
Temple he was placed in charge of the sacred edifice, and has since 
labored assiduously in the House of God for the salvation of the living 
and the dead. On two occasions he filled the office of President of the 
European Mission, in 1864-5, and 1885-7. 

Words are but a feeble tribute to the memory of thin 8 and * 
man. His life's labor stands as a monument that will never be removed, 
and his name will be held in loving and honored remembrance among the 
Latter-day Saints from generation to generation, as one who was ever 
true to his fellowmen, to his country, and to his God. We regret to be 


‘deprived of his wise counsels and loving companionship; we mourn at 


the rending of the ties which bind us together in mortality as followers 
of the Lord Jesus; we sympathize with his family in their great bereave- 
ment; but we rejoice in knowing that he has walked uprightly all his 


days, that he has kept the falness of the.Gospel laws, and that he will 


receive an exaltation in the celestial kingdom of our God, and be crowned 
with glory, immortality and eternal life. 
Wie bow in submission to the Divine will, and acknowledge the 1a of 


God i in taking to Himself our beloved brother, and we pray that the com- 
‘forting influence of the Holy Spirit may rest upon his sorrow-stricken 
family, and enable them, with all the Saints, to emulate his example, and 


follow Christ Jesus to the mansions which are prepared in the presence 


of our Father. | | sia LE. 


‘CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SAINTS IN BRITAIN AND UTAH, 


An weeks ago Elder W. G. Bickley wrote a letter to the Deseret News, 


in which he used the following language: 


I [shall be gratified if by means of ian m 


heart of every Latter-day Saint, and if my feeble pen can arouse them to 


a sense of the importance of the subjects mentioned, my gratification will 


be intensified. 
Utter ignorance of the true of Saints who 


are “gathered” to the land of Zion, has ifested by the 
and writers who manage to catch eyes ears of the pablie. 


many cases these speakers and writers are intelligent 100 U 
e 


upon other points. It is a popular ny wort pareve and panders 


depraved sensibilities of the masses. And if should say hint many of 


i our people at home are more or less — BD for a large share of |: 


ignorance, I do not think I should be far from the mark, as their silence 


g lends color to the prevalent idea that in Utah we are in a state of serf- 


In the pursuit of the duties incident to m nt calling as a mission- 
Iam met with complaints — relatives and friends 


of to emigrate ei ago to the bosom of 


urances have been repea y given, that those left 
too many cases these 
promises are and have been either ees or . and, as a con- 


sequence, the fables of our enemies are accepted lieved for want of 


contrary proofs which could be amply supplied by their friends in the 


tnis 
ov 
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Ne worthy of the admiration of all good people. There was but little 
In 


Ww in this region, except what was wrung from the soil by earnest 
and arduous toil. There was then no alen communication between 
this point and the Missouri River. were many people from the old 
countries who were able to reach the frontier, but were Nad ne by their 
Own resources, to cross the great plains and reach their intended destina- 


wagons, teamsters and supplies, to make the round-trip of over 2000 miles 
across thé almost trackless desert, to bring along the companies of immi- 
grants as they arrived at the outfitti int. In those times 1 oom 
and concomitant facilities were cheerfully supplied. The advent of these 
dust begrimed companies, after tramping over the plains, presented a 
and —— as — wish to see. The — 
‘ings of the pilgrims as t eme from the mountain gorges on the 
east side of this valley, and the — view of this 1 upon their 
gaze, were such as no pen can adequately describe. e unbidden tear 
wed freely, the spontaneous offering of the heart's 
The situation can only be measured by those who have experienced it. 
The greetings of relatives and friends were in unison with the unique 
‘character of the situation, while the union and enjoyed by the peo- 
ple constituted a suitable filling to the delightful picture. mek 
An allusion to those scenes and circumstances is pardonable, as the 
ean hardly be adverted to without the mind of one Sf errr ly: - 
iar with them being stimulated into activity. But the point in view is 
to direet attention to the powerful interest taken at that time by the 
gathered Saints in relation to those still groaning under the yoke: of 
Spiritual and temporal bondage in the nations 3 By comparison 
e are admonished to ask the question as to whether the same saving zeal 
animates the majority of the ee nowt The only means of determining 
this point is a comparison of appropriate action in the premises. The 
letter of Elder Bickley furnishes strong evidence on the subject, and pro- 
‘vides food for pr le reflection. If people are so forgetful—a proof: of 


Rocky Mountains, if they would only take the trouble to fulfil their 
promises. * 1 * 

Now, just a word to the Elders who have traveled in these lands, and 1 
who have partaken of the hospitality of the people, both Saints and 
strangers: Where are the many promises to write to the friends here? 
Brethren, let your minds run back to the time when you were traveling 
here and there, and remember the a your _— created in the 
hearts of some poor brother or sister, and just sit down and drop a line to 
them, and thus give them comfort. Many of them are getting old, and 
you can cheer them in their path to the grave. Don’t forget. 

Under the heading “A Sacred Duty,” the Deseret News made these 
pertinent editorial remarks: 

We take pleasure in directing the attention of the — | Saints in 
genes to a correspondence, in this issue, from the pen of Elder W. G. 

sickley, now laboring as a missionary in Great Britain. His statements 
| are true, and ought to be felt as a rebuke by all who have 1 the 
duty which he so clearly defines. The failure of presage. | we might ) 
say thousands, who have gathered to the bosom of the Church from the 
nations, to communicate with the friends and relatives they have left 
behind in the world, has been many times mentioned by the WVewws, but 
the slackness still exists. | 
It is an open question as to whether the Saints who have been so greatly 
blessed through the agency of the pothering phase of this dispensation, 
have not been growing somewhat colder than formerly regarding the con- 
dition of the poor and oppressed among the nations. 1 
tion. he people throughout the Lerritory were invited to supply II 


{ 
i 


Isa in your paper of Feb. 13, a communication from W. . 


that 
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apology, because the genius of Christianity is to diffuse benefits. Th 


man from a Christian. The efforts of the former all run one way—the 
centralization of beneficent conditions toward his own individuality. 


‘munications from some. Elder John Potter, of Scofield; Emery County, 
laboring as a missionary in England, complaining of neglect to write 5 
the part of those who have gathered to Zion, and also of those who have 
labored as missionaries in that land. Six years ago I came to this country 
and I have written often to my friends, Saints and relatives, but can get 
no answers. To induce the Saints of the Moorside Branch of the Man- 
chester Conference to write to me, I promised all who would write to me 
— page I would send two in return. I wrote to my relatives, who do not 
belong to the Church; twioe they answered; and to-day I know the 
address of one person in England. Since my friends have quit writing to 
me, instead of worrying over it, I have spent a portion of my time and 
means in laboring for the dead. meds ‘sai 
ILam still — to correspond with anyone in nd, let them be 
Saint or sinner, and tell them of the blessings to be enjoyed in the Gospel 
of: ist, the beautiful country we live in, and of the greater blessings 
and privileges we enjoy in this the land of Zion. I have also a testimony 
the quickest way to get to Zion is for the Saints to pay their tithi 
and discharge their duties according to their strength, having proven the 
same for myself. If any of the Elders should go to the villages of Ringl 
and Kearsley; and enquire for people of the same name as mine, tell 


| 
22. 
_indifference—as to fail to go to the small trouble to write to friends and 
relatives whom they have left abroad, and tell them the truth in relation 
to what the Gospel has done for them, the contrast between other times 
j and the present is not favorable to the existing condition. What —.— 
| would be sufficient to cover this . It would be difficult to find one 
| sufficient broad. Absorption in the affairs of life—especially the pursyit 
| of the g iden phantom—is not at all adequate. It is —＋ than no 
| »xcuse. because it is but a selfish plea at best. It is an unchristiar 
ne 
| opposite is to concentrate them. Hence it 1s easy to distinguish & séelnsi 
| ‘ence the selfish person is always small, while the true C ee ee 
| the genius of his individuality extencting as far as the benefits of 
| ‘operations reach. Hence the difference between a man whose mind and 
! ‘energies are confined in their operations to one small pet (himself), ‘and 
3 one whose soul stretches out in every direction for the welfare K 
. at large, so far as his sphere of activity can practicably extend. Thi 
} expansion of active un, was illustrated perfectly Py the example of 
| ‘Christ, pos prespes the whole world in the arms of ove. Otherwise 
| could He save the world? | 
| Let every man who has been warned warn his neighbor.“ This is the 
| voice of revelation to the Saints. This obligation of vee is not con- 
N fined to preaching, but comprehends every means by which the object 
, ‘can be attained. . Writing to relatives and friends abroad is 2 ent 
factor in this labor. The recipients of the correspondence are informed 
of the truth. The communications are often read to and handed around 
| rane, ee The area of the influence of this means of imparting 
truth is thus enlarged. The missionaries who visit the localities ‘whe 
‘the letters are received are accorded a hearty welcome, and the péople 
‘lend a willing ear to their . The frequent result is that con- 
versions follow and souls are won to Christ. . 
The reasons for acting upon Elder Bickley’s advice are practically end- 
less. We hope that many who read his correspondence will awake to the 
importance of the subject. ge 
) This served to call attention to the subject, and brought forth com- 
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IT would like to hear from them and I will answer. I am sure they would 
be made welcome and I think good would come from it. 8 


to say: 


— and other Seines — gland, — not find him. 
Well, now, all you writers to ie seret Yen ews, traveling Elders, etc., who 
want a kind letter from home—head your letters with all ad then 
your old friends at home can at least send you a flower from — 2 land, 

— — u hold communication with old friends of long 

I have often read letters from Elders in where I once: — and 
shonld d like to have written to them and through them to old friends not 

2 but could not do so because , headed their letters, London, 

or Leicester, sew instance, I received a letter from 

85 travelin r the other day i. had visited some of my rel- 
atives at — whom I an ine aba and all I 
could do was to — a Deseret Ne ews with my 7 fell onde hoping it might 
find them. I Moa this manner J. be the means of calling 9 attention of 
Elders and the TaR to the matter and prema the cause 80 


truth. 

The Srar n 1 the remarks quoted from the Deseret Ne ews, 
and hopes that that influential advocate of the truth will not cease: its 
efforts in this line. Brother Potter is one of the few who have not, for- 
gotten or ignored the promise to write. Such cases as his are exceptions; 
the rule is strongly the other way. With reference to sending letters or 
papers to the Elders in any part of the entire European Mission, when 
their precise location is unknown, there is not an Elder who has been in 
the field but knows that if they are addressed in care of “42, Islington, 
Liverpool, England,” they will go as surely and safely as if sent direct. 

It is not a question of ignorance of the address. The chief trouble is 
the failure to write. There are frequent instances where, at the request 
of people here, the missionaries now in the field have obtained informa, 
tion from their families or from the ward Bishops, with respect to re- 
turned Elders or emigrated Saints who persistently neglect to keep their 
promises to write, even after their attention has been called to it by the 
Bishop or some other messenger. There are people here who have broth- 
ers, sisters, or sons and daughters in Utah, who cannot get their letters 
answered, and who never hear from their relatives except through letters 
to a missionary from his family or friends. 

Ide statement that “the quickest way to get to Zion is for the Saints 
to pay their tithing and discharge their duties according to their strength” 
is true. But there is another element that exercises a potent and very 
necessary influence under the present condition; and that is that the 
Saints who are gathered “impart of their substance” to aid those who 
are bound down by poverty and distress, but who are faithfully discharg- | 
ing their duties. Those who have been helped to gather should not forget 
the ‘worthy’ poor who remain; those who have tidtrowedl the emigration de- 
posits of others here should repay the amounts, thas — who loaned 
rots the bondage they'ate 


ave WI much interest the le r rrom G. DICKICY. rother 
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Outside of a few wards who rally around the missionaries and by noble 
deeds assist in spreading the Gospel, and the few who contribute to the 
release of some of the Saints from this land, there is very little interest 
shown in the European Mission except by the missionaries and their 
families, and those who are actively engaged in sending forth the Elders 
to preach. The admirable example of the sixties, referred to by the Vews, 
does not have a parallel to-day. Not only have many of the Saints who 
have gathered out from these lands failed to do their duty in warning 
their neighbors, but by their failure for years past to keep their promises 
to write to those whom they have left, they have been the direct cause of 
persecution, prejudice and a loss of confidence in the word of the mission 

aries. This fact is painfully apparent to the Elders now laboring here, 
and it would be far more commendable in the people to ga and kahn 
their promises, than to make excuses that are unsatisfactory. 

Where there are Saints in the mission who have friends in Utah . 
desire to hear from them, it would be advisable to send addresses, that 
there may be no barrier in the way. This ventilation of the subject will 
no doubt have a beneficial effect in arousing many from the lethargy inte 


which they have fallen respecting —_ with their friends. 
J. H. 


AND APPOINTMENT. —Elder Edward is honorably re- 
leased from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference, to 


return home. 
Elder Joseph E. Creer is honorably released from his labors as s President 


of the Nottingham Conference, to returnhome. = 
Elder James Woolstenhulme is honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return home. 
Elder John S. Baugh is honorably released from his labors :: as Traveling 
Elder in the Liverpool Conference, to return home. gi 
Elder Joseph N ewbold is “appointed to preside over the ‘Nottingham 
Conference. 


AN INTERESTING DISCOVERY. 


A sHorT time since a telegram from Leadville, Colorado, stated that's 
man named John Sunger had brought to that city an arrow head, made 
of tempered copper, and a number of human bones, which were found in 
a mine, 460 feet below the surface of the earth, imbedded in a vein of 
silver-bearing ore. Over $100 worth of ore clung to the bones when they 
were removed from the mine. The arrow head is four inches long and 
1} inches wide at the widest part. The shank is 14 inches long, and has 
a hole pierced through the centre by which the shaft was fastened to the 
spike. The ore clung to it when taken from the vein, and was with some 
difficulty removed. One of the bones is a portion of the head of the 
femur or thigh bone. Commenting upon this curious find an a 
says: 

feature of this discovery is the tact that — 
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found in the centre of a vein of ore, indicating that man was in existence 
on this continent when the molten metal was sent coursing through the 
fissures of the Rocky Mountains. 

It is not improbable that many such abn. will yet be made. The 
Book of Mormon furnishes the explanation, in the account given by that 
record of the great convulsions of nature which occurred on this conti- 
nent cotemporaneously with the crucifixion of Christ in Palestine. The 
face of the land was broken up, and mountains appeared where valleys 
previously existed, and many of the inhabitants were swallowed in the 
bowels of the earth. Epochs upon this land that are now regarded as 
pre-historic, will yet be understood to be within the domain of existing 
history when the claims of the Book of Mormon, as an authentic record, 
are given unprejudiced investigation. Deseret N ews. 


UTAH NEWS. 


1 (Summarized from Territorial papers. 

‘On March 5th a snow slide occurred at Alta, Little Cottonwood Canyon, in which two 
men were killed. 

The Rio Grande Western railway has commenced work on its extension from Mant to 
Salina, Sevier County. 

with a large number of fatalities. 

water tax imposed by the Gentile city council, for the reason that it is excessive, 228 
The contract has been let for a conduit to convey the water from Parley’s Canyon into 
Salt Lake City. The work is to be completed by June 15, and is to cost $125,000. 
During the early part of March President Wilford Woodruff was seriously ill. The 
latest information is that he is considerably improved, and is steadily regaining his 
Ons of the first actions of the new city council of Ogden was to increase their.own 
salaries, and now v number of taxpayers have asked the district court to forbid the 
increase. 

on March 4 the old folks of Salt Lake City, performance in the thentes. 
The entertainment was neee 1 Home Dramatic Club played Young 
Mrs. Winthrop!“ 

On March 3, at we 
husband and six small children. | 
: Om March 4 Mra. Thomas Brown, of Heber City, attempted to ford the Provo River 
‘near Charleston. The wagon was carried down ‘stream, and nn 
‘drowned. ‘The others were rescued with difficulty. 

Allan M. Findlay was accidentally killed by being thrown out of a wagon, n 
‘Panacca and Pioche, on Feb. 11. He was a native of Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, and emi- 
grated to Utah in 1856. He was a highly respected citizen. 

The Salt Lake City council has decided to transfer Pioneer ‘Gena which had been 
reserved for a public park, to a railway company, notwithstanding the fact that the 
people protested against it. Nr 
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